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LEAGUE OR 


ALLIANCE? 





The Geneva Situation 


HE eighth Assembly of the League 

which meets September 6 will again 
focus the attention of the world on the 
complex problems of the admission of 
Germany and the attendant reorganization 
of the League Council which caused the 
failure of the extraordinary Assembly last 
March. The fate of the Locarno settle- 
ment as well as much of the prestige of 
the League rests upon the work of the com- 
ing Assembly. 

At the instigation of Spain, the League 
Committee on the Composition of the 
Council has been called to reconvene Au- 
gust 30, at which time an ingenious plan 
put forward by Lord Cecil will be further 
considered. This provides for nine non- 
permanent:members of the Council (three 
more than the present number) of whom 
three are to retire each year and to be- 
come ineligible for a period of three years. 
However, by a two-thirds vote of the As- 
sembly, not more than three States may 
be declared reeligible for immediate elec- 
tion. Further, the plan reserves the As- 
sembly’s right to proceed to a new election 
of all non-permanent members of the Coun- 
cil at any time it should so decide by a two- 
thirds vote. 

Whether the impasse of last March will 
be solved by the acceptance of this plan 
is uncertain. Brazil has withdrawn from 
the League and is therefore out of the pic- 
ture for the present at least. Poland is 
understood to be inclined to accept the 
plan. Spain has announced that she will 
be officially represented at Geneva and will 
press her claim for a permanent seat. The 
German Government is anxiously watch- 
ing the situation and has let it be known 
that no German delegation will be sent un- 
til the road from Berlin to Geneva is abso- 
lutely clear. The German application for 





admission to the League remains on file. 


Parallel Treaty Activity 

URING the past year individual Euro- 

pean States, both members and non- 
members of the League, have been actively 
engaged in the negotiation and signature 
of treaties of neutrality and mutual de- 
fense. While it is maintained that these 
agreements do not conflict with the League 
Covenant, some observers have interpreted 
them as an indication that Europe is pre- 
paring for a virtual breakdown at Geneva 
in September. They ask further whether 
the countries most concerned about the 
problems of security and national prestige 
are not charting an alternative course in 
case Geneva fails to satisfy their needs. 


In April came the startling news of 
a Russo-German treaty of neutrality and 
understanding*. While this treaty is not 
regarded in Germany as in any way con- 
flicting with the Reichs’ future obligations 
as a League member, it is nevertheless 
looked upon as a second string in her fiddle 
in the event of trouble at Geneva. 


More recently, Italy and Spain have 
signed a treaty of neutralityt of doubtful 
value to the League, since neither Madrid 
nor Rome are too friendly to Geneva. Spain 
and Italy, however, have since fallen out 
on the question of Tangier. Italy claims a 
right as a first class Mediterranean power 
to share with Spain, England and France 
in the administration of Tangier. Spain, 
on the other hand, demands a monopoly 
in this administration as a sine qua non of 
the continuation of her rule in the obstrep- 
erous Riff. There is a third proposal that 
the existing form of control in Tangier be 
superseded by administration under the 
League of Nations. Great Britain will 
doubtless oppose any change in the status 
quo which will jeopardize her position in 


*News Bulletin, Vol. V, No. 26, May 7, 1926 
*¥News Bulletin, Vol. V, No. 41, August 20, 1926 
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Gibraltar. It is conceivable that Spain 
will use Tangier as a means of driving a 
hard bargain in Geneva. 

Since the beginning of the year, Musso- 
lini has been busily engaged in attracting 
the support of the Balkan countries. Ju- 
goslavia, Greece and Rumania have suc- 
cessively sought to obtain favors at Rome. 
It would not be surprising to find these 
three countries in the Italian entourage at 
Geneva. 


France has linked herself by treaties of 
mutual defense with the members of the 
Little Entente—Czechoslovakia, Rumania 
and Jugoslavia—agreements with the last 
two states having been announced within 
the past month. Poland and France are 
parties to an alliance of the same sort and 
only last spring, the Polish-Rumanian al- 
liancet was renewed. The announcement 
of a Polish-Jugoslav treaty to be signed in 
Geneva in September was made almost si- 
multaneously with that of the Franco-Ju- 
goslav treaty. 


Are the friends of France being mobil- 
ied to come to the support of Poland’s 
claim for a permanent Council seat? 
Is the old balance of power cropping up 
again in a dangerous fashion? Are France 
and Italy engaged in a menacing struggle 
for the hegemony of Southeastern Europe? 


MILDRED S. WERTHEIMER. 





Mexican Crisis Continues 


OPES for a settlement of the religious 

controversy in Mexico, which were 
raised following the conference between 
President Calles and a committee of the 
Episcopate last Saturday, have apparently 
come to naught. On August 23 it was an- 
nounced that church services will not be 
resumed for the present and the boycott 
will continue. 


The breakdown of the conference fol- 
lowed President Calles’ refusal to exer- 
cise his extraordinary powers to suspend 
the penal decrees and the regulations re- 
quiring all priests to register. The Com- 
mittee of the Episcopate had stated that 
the churches would resume services and 
use their personal influence to end the boy- 
cott if the Government would promise ac- 
tion on these points. President Calles is 
reported as saying that he could not use 
his extraordinary powers as Congress 
would be in session within a few days. The 
Episcopate has now taken the position that 
the initiative for further negotiations rests 
with the Government. Bishop Diaz 
stated, however, that the Church would be 
willing to confer with the Government 
again if requested. 

Meanwhile, despite continued rumors of 
the impending resignation of the Ameri- 
can Ambassador, James R. Sheffield, circu- 
lated in Mexico City, the Ambassador on 
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his arrival in the United States insists 
that he expects to return to Mexico follow. 
ing a two months’ vacation. W. T.S. 


Greece Changes Masters 


HE Greek military dictatorship under 
General Pangalos has been shortlived, 
Established in the first week of January, 
it was overthrown on August 23 by leaderg 
of the army and navy, who seized the goy. 
ernment buildings and arrested President 
Pangalos and a number of his cabinet min. 
isters, and then issued an appeal for sup- 
port of a return to a constitutional parli- 
amentary government. The Greek people, 
who have learned by experience to take 
revolution philosophically, if not jubilant- 
ly, are en féte throughout the country. Ad- 
miral Koundouriotis, who was practically 
ousted from office by Pangalos last spring, 
will return to the presidency, while Gen- 
eral Kondylis, leader of the revolution, 
promises to attempt formation of a coali- 
tion government immediately. He has 
promised early party elections and insists 
there will be no break in the continuity 
of Greek foreign policy and that existing 
treaties with other nations will be honored, 
It is too soon to predict whether Greece 
will actually return to parliamentary gov- 
ernment. Between the promise and the 
fulfillment lie many inducements to con- 
tinue the form of government utilized by 

the now discredited Pangalos. 

E. P. M. 


Is Germany endeavoring to drive an en- 
tering wedge in the Versailles Treaty and 
to threaten Franco-Belgium amity by buy- 
ing back Eupen and Malmedy from Bel- 
gium? These tiny German-speaking dis- 
tricts on the German-Belgian frontier 
were ceded to Belgium by the Versailles 
treaty and are of strategic value to their 
possessor. The persistent rumors of vari- 
ous German offers to aid Belgium in her 
financial straits as a quid pro quo for the 
return of the provinces have been more or 
less officially denied by the Reich but 
the very persistency of the rumors must 
lead to the belief that they are well 
founded. The French see in the move 
an upset in the territorial status quo of Eu- 
rope which was affirmed at Locarno and 
fear that one change of the Versailles 
Treaty may lead to another. The Belgians, 
struggling to stabilize their currency, are 
reported to favor the German offer. 








Investing in Foreign Securities by George 
W. Edwards. 1926, New York, Ronald 
Press Co. An exceedingly able and well- 
balanced treatment of American foreign 
investments. Although the book is 
written primarily from the point of 
view of the investor, the author has not 
neglected the larger aspects of Ameri- 
can policy and the economic conse- 
quences of foreign investment. 
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